Cause and Effect

Cause and effect is the story element that assists in progression of the narrative through a series of connected events. This relates to characters and their motivation to perform certain tasks or have certain goals within the film. As one cause creates an effect and that effect produces another cause, cause and effect emphasises the way in which the events of the narrative are linked.

Cause and effect is a narrative function. Everything that happens in a story must happen for a reason. There must be a cause for they’re to be an effect.

The viewer seeks to connect events by causal motivation of characters.

Sometimes the plot will lead viewers to infer causes and effects

Each effect becomes a cause

Cause Red Riding hood decides to visit grandma
The wolf dressed as her grandmother confronts effect Red Riding Hood
The wolf confronts cause- Red Riding Hood
Effect- red Riding Hood must escape from the wolf

Blade Runner 

Cause Deckard is threatened to be arrested in the café  

Effect. Deckard must accompany Gaff to the Police Headquarters

Cause- The Police chief tells Deckard he must kill the Replicants – and that he has no choice- if he is not a Blade Runner – he is little people

Effect- Deckard realising he has no choice- is then motivated to track down the replicants.

Cause – Deckard knows Rachel is a Replicant but has feelings for her

Effect- He does not kill her- he protects her and wants to leave Los Angeles with her

As this example demonstrates- cause and effect can be driven by character motivation   

Narrative depends on cause and effect to create drama. Cause and effect can be character motivations and decisions goals, beliefs and emotions or events happening outside of the characters control

Usually, the agents of cause and effect are characters. By reacting to events, they create causes and react to the twists and turns in the story.

They possess traits: attitudes, skills, psychology, drives, details of dress and appearance, habits, etc.

 The viewer seeks to connect events by causal motivation of characters.

Sometimes the plot will lead viewers to infer causes and effects. The plot may withhold causes and thus arouse the viewer’s curiosity (Sci-Fi, horror, mystery). It may also withhold effects after presenting causes, prompting suspense and uncertainty 

Cause and effect occur on multiple levels within narratives. The first type of cause and effect are those on which the whole plot depends. Genre films are often constructed on this basis Think about the world of disaster movies. Volcanoes burning, building, sinking ships, alien invasion, runaway trains, mad science- the list is very long

Other plot forming cause and effect storylines include human mishap- - love – illness or disability- the achievement of a sporting or entertainment goal, Many films in this category can be analysed as a hero’s journey

Blade runner includes cause and effect on these multiple levels.

The plot depends on the retirement of 4 replicants that have caused death in the OFF World and arrived in LOS Angeles to sustain their 4-year life span 

The human mishap- a retired Blade Runner is forced reluctantly to a call for service again to find and kill the replicants

