
                                      The Magazine Cover 
 

      
 
TASK: Create a magazine cover using Photoshop: 
 
Structure: Most magazine covers include 
 
A Masthead that contains non- changing features such as the magazines title and price 
A logo 
A motif that identifies the theme, such as the platypus peeping out from the Australian 
Geographic Title 
A Photograph / drawings advertising specific features  
Subheadings, which preview some of the feature stories 
Bold or highlighted announcements of competitions and quizzes, posters map and lift out 
sections 
 
Language Features 
A short sharp title that is easy to remember, 
A short statement of the magazines main theme- placed directly underneath the title 
Catchy headlines   
Questions to confront and involve the reader 
Rhyme – such as Beckham id reckon 
 

 



 
 
 
A good cover needs to accomplish four things: 
1. Identify the personality of the magazine. 
2. Attract the target audience 
3. Lure the reader into the magazine 
4. Establish a visual identity (consistent use of format) 
 
To begin 
Open Photoshop 
Create New file  - My magazine cover  - 
For this exercise we will set our Photoshop document at A3 size  
Height 42 cm   Width   29 cm- Resolution – 300 DPI / RGB colour  
 
Remember to work in separate layers for the various elements on the cover page 
 
Masthead- - Dateline -Photo – Main Cover line  - Sub cover lines - Bar code  
 
Your magazine cover will assess on whether you included the above elements 
and how you carry out unity in your magazine cover. 
 
Unity can be achieved by carrying out a common theme in the type styles, 
photos, story titles and descriptions.  Do all the parts work together? 
 
Think about readability, can you read the type against the background?  
Is the type style readable?  
Are the sentences too long?  
Are the titles descriptive enough to make you know what the article is about? 
Does the type size signify the importance? 
 
Does the photo or photos support the theme?  
Does the photo catch your eye? Is it too busy or too simple? 
 
How is your effort and craftsmanship?  
You will need to be selecting, cutting, pasting and cropping. 
Does your cover look professionally neat? 
 
Layout, how did you arrange all the elements?  
Is the type all lined up flush left, right, centred? 
Is the type over the picture or a background?   
Did you add a banner with the issue date, web site, and cost?  
Does the layout make it easy to read or confusing? 
 
 
You should use the Photoshop tutorial notes previously provided 
 
 


